from the editor

Honoring our Mothers

When my mother died in 2000, even though | was a mother of five and
grandmother of nine, [ felt the great loss of being without a mother. Now,
however, | realize that | have been blessed with many mothers, not just my
biological mother. I have had any number of spiritual mothers—many of

< them younger than | am—and many emotional and intellectual mothers
! as well. In addition, I share with all humanity the mother we call earth—the
Patricia planet and its systems that give life to all of creation. All of these mothers
Burdette have given me birth in different areas of my development.

How can we ever honor our mothers adequately when they have given
us life? May is the time in the United States when we traditionally try to
express to our mothers how much we appreciate what they do for us, but
there are many women in our lives who we may also think of as mother
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Mary the mother of Jesus, to name a few. In several places, scripture uses
the analogy of mother for God. Jesus uses the analogy of a mother hen
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Tl becomes one important way we can connect with God and thank God for
the abundant life we enjoy in Christ. Whether we are biological mothers or
not, we are givers of life to those whose lives we share.

Sister Question for July-August

[n preparation for the next issue of timbrel, which will focus on Hu-
man Trafficking, consider: In what way does “modern day slavery” inter-
sect with my life? Send your response to <PattyB@mennonitewomenusa.
org>. {d




